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Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus is still here with us 

Rev. Ralen M. Robinson  

Pentecost has always been one of my favorite Sundays. When I was very young, I loved the red and or-
ange fabrics adorning the large wooden cross above the altar,  the banners showing an iconic dove, 
wings extended, with the rays of the sun behind and fire surrounding it all. Red, orange and yellow 
flowers created a subtly sweet scent throughout the sanctuary. I would fill my lungs with the scents. In 
our worship bulletin and ingrained in the songs, hymns and Scripture readings was this phrase: “Come, 
Holy Spirit.” That invitation, the colors , the delightful scents mesmerized me. To me, Pentecost was vi-
brant—red, orange and yellow. Not until years later did I finally come to understand that while the 
decorations were beautiful, the Day of Pentecost signified so much more. 

That realization happened one Sunday when I was still in high school, during a visit to a local college. I 
sat in the little college chapel in what seemed, at first, to be a regular Sunday worship service. Nothing 
was striking or out of the ordinary. Then my ears perked up. Here was a familiar tune: “Every Time I 
Feel the Spirit” (This Far By Faith, 241). It brought me right back to my little congregation in Philadel-
phia. The worship leaders read from the book of Acts, describing how people from various places, who 
spoke different native languages, finally heard and understood one another. The heavens opened up, 
and a gust of wind permeated the house. The Spirit caused the people inside to all be on one ac-
cord. The campus pastor told us that the promise Jesus made to his disciples was fulfilled that day. 

Red decorations and draped cloths were unnecessary, the Word and the songs remained unchanged. I 
realized that even after Jesus’ death and Ascension , after he makes the ultimate sacrifice, he does not 
abandon us. How easy it would have been for him to simply say he’d done his job and endured 
enough— the lashes, the verbal abuse, the crucifixion, our lack of understanding. I wouldn’t have 
blamed him. Yet this is not the God we serve. Jesus comes back from death, rises to the kingdom and 
lets us know we are not alone. With the Holy Spirit, Jesus is still here with us, overcoming death and 
sin, holding us tightly in God’s unyielding love, compassion, mercy and grace, just as he promises. 

We will never be forsaken. Jesus’ ministry continues in the Spirit of the Lord, who helps, leads and 
dwells in the children of God. This Pentecost promise reinforces not only my Christian beliefs, but my 
call to ministry. When God’s only begotten son, Jesus, came to us for our salvation and the forgiveness 
of our sins, this was the perfect,  ultimate gift.  The gift continues through the Holy Spirit, given to 
each of the disciples, us and future generations. When the Holy Spirit is embedded in our lives, we 
continue the journey the apostles left for all of us.  Like a vibrant, inner light, the Holy Spirit comforts 
and challenges us in our broken world. 

When we lose our way, things become rough, or it seems impossible to continue, we can rest assured 
that God’s light will never leave us. Whether we’re wondering, wandering or feeling lost, the Spirit of 
God moves through the world around us, through us, connecting us to the Word in Scripture and in 
Christ. Our faith is rekindled through fellowship, as we bring Scripture into our lives, into our world, 
praying in whatever ways we choose. Now is the time for us to pick up where Jesus and the disciples 
left off. Now is the time for us to be the hands and feet of the Word of God, lighting a path to the Crea-
tor wherever we go, with whomever we encounter 
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Quilt Blanket Display 

The Blanket Makers are displaying their handiwork in the Parish Hall. There 

are over 20 blankets on display.   

The lap size blankets will be donated to area care homes. The bed size blankets 

will be donated to meet the area needs. Blanket Makers are a group of women 

who meet weekly to design and sew the blankets. 

                    
                                   

David and Meegan Jowdy 
 

 
They have been members since 2010. 
 
Meegan grew up in Peachtree City, 
Georgia., a suburb of Atlanta. David 
grew up in New York Mills in upstate 
New York. They have lived several 
places, but their favorite was St. Kitts, 
West Indies. 
David attended Mohawk Valley Com-
munity College and then Life Universi-

ty. Meegan went to Georgia State University for Marketing and then The Art 
Institute Of Atlanta for Interior Design. Meegan is an Interior Designer and Da-
vid is a Chiropractor specializing in Functional Medicine. 
David and Meegan have been married for 21 years.  They have 2 children. Ce-
celia is 17 and Greyson is 14.   The family has a mini-Labradoodle named Cash. 
David likes watching sports and eating wings, usually at the same time! His fa-
vorite color is orange. Meegan loves all colors, but chooses turquoise if she has 
to pick one. She also likes to travel and misses doing that. 
One of them doesn’t like oranges or their smell, the other doesn’t like pickles 
or olives. You’ll have to ask them! 
They like the RISE service because it’s more casual and fits their busy sched-
ule better. When their kids were younger they discovered that the contempo-
rary music and sitting up front kept them much more engaged. They still sit 
up at the front! 
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Church Picnic 

Mark your calendar for an all 

church picnic on June 26  

following the 10 a.m. service!  

Stickwork overview 

Reformation members have an 

opportunity to participate in an 

exciting event sponsored by our 

neighbors to the east,  

Mark Arts.   

After more than three years of 

planning and preparation, 

internationally acclaimed artist 

Patrick Dougherty will visit Wichita, Kansas to begin his 

historic, site-specific public art installation at Mark Arts.   
 

Interested volunteers should email program director,  

Chloe Lang,   
 

                                     CALENDAR 

 

June 10   Creating Tomorrows Event 

June 18   Ketch Event 

June 25   Cerebral Palsy Research Foundation  

    Event 

Church Attendance for May 

May 1  Easter 3 
    Rise :    40  
    Traditional:  45  
    Total:    85 
 
May 8       Easer 4/Mother’s Day  
    Rise:    59 
    Traditional :  27 
    Visitor:           2 
    Total:    93 
 
May 15 Easter 5 
    Rise:     68   
    Traditional:   52   
    Total:   121 
   
May 22 Easter 6 
    Rise:    59 
    Traditional :  39  
    Total:    98 
 
May 29 Easter 7 
    Rise:   46 
    Traditional: 35 
    Visiors:      2 
    Total:   83 
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Report from Renew and Reconnect Workshops 
 
Congregation members of all ages attended four of the offered workshops in April and May and provided a 
wealth of information for the Church Council and for the Mission Statement team.  Following are the high-
lights of several areas on which we focused: 
 
What about Reformation brought you to this place? 

The people; feeling of family; caring and welcoming; fellowship 
Opportunities to participate in service to the community 
Worship styles and music 
Pastor Ralen; preaching 
Openness to all; acceptance of differences; open minds 

 
Themes for Mission Statement 

To share God’s word 
To be led by the Holy Spirit 
To open hearts and minds  
To be rooted in God’s truths 
To welcome and serve all 

 
What could we be doing to live our mission? 

Use our Memorial Garden to reach out to community and to celebrate our connections 
Strengthen our personal relationships with God through faith discussions 
Get out of our comfort zones and welcome all 
Participate in the life of the church 
Community outreach/service 

 
Those who were not able to attend are welcome to provide input.  Please email your ideas to us by the end of 
June Thank you.   

 

 June 7   Blanket Makers, 9:00a.m. 

 June 9   Rebecca Circle, 10:00a..m. 

 June 14   Blanket Makers, 9:00a.m 

 June 15   Dorcas Circle, 1:300p.m. 

Reformation has Merchandise  

Order Today!!!  

Check out  Reformation’s  newest edition; its very own merchandise is 

now available for purchase.  

https://rlc.merchwebstore.com.   
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During the season of 
Lent, we dedicated our 
midweek offering to 
sponsoring a counse-
lor at our Lutheran 
Camp, Tomah Shinga. 
The offerings were 
greatly appreciated, 

and we reached our goal of supporting Allison 
Young. She is a rising senior at Bethany Col-
lege, majoring in communications with a mi-
nor in marketing. Pr. Ralen traveled up to 
Camp Tomah Shinga for the Church sponsors 
banquet, where she had the privilege of meet-
ing her.  
We look forward to having her come down for 
a Sunday to meet everyone before the end of 
the summer!! 

 
The Service Board has a dream and that dream 
is getting more realistic. We are going to build a 
small Community Garden on the east edge of 
our parking lot near the shed.  We have in-
volved several people who have helped us sort 
through our ideas and begin to make this dream 
come true: Gene Bowers, Tom McFarlane, 
Master Gardeners, and our own members who 
have done considerable research.   
 
The garden will be made of concrete blocks and 
will be dripped from our sprinkler system for 
watering.  Susayn Brandes contacted MarkArts 
on our behalf to advise them of what we are 
thinking and they were excited.   
 
We want to paint the blocks and with stencils, 
place designs on them.  And this is where we 
begin to need your involvement.  During our 
Congregational Picnic on June 26 we will 
have a tent set up on the driveway.  Under that 
tent we will have the concrete blocks ready for 
painting.  We invite you to stop by the tent and 
paint blocks—all ages.   
 
After the concrete blocks have dried we wel-
come any of you who would join us to assemble 
this garden after the second service on July 
10.  With many hands, our garden will take 
shape.   
  
Our plan is to plant vegetables that are season 
appropriate yet this year. When the vegetables 
are ripe and ready for consumption, we will let 
our neighborhoods know and invite them to 
come by the stand and take vegetables for 
free—our gift to our neighbors.  What vegeta-
bles are not taken we will make sure go to local 
kitchens that prepare food for the homeless.   

Meet our New Custodian  

My name is Saidah 
Heapofbirds. I am 
21 years old, born 
right here in Wichi-
ta but grew up in 
Oklahoma. I am the 
oldest  of 14 chil-
dren. I enjoy spend-
ing time with my 

grandmother, siblings & fiance . In fact, I 
currently have guardianship of my little 
sister. No kids of my own yet but I am 
blessed to have 2 fur babies, Nova & 
Karma. If I was to describe myself in 3 
words I would choose; determined, 
trustworthy and humble. Coming from a 
family of 14 ,I learned to appreciate the 
small things in life.  That’s why I am 
grateful to be blessed with the oppor-
tunity to be here today. Thank you. 
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Food Cart items for June 
 
 June’s food challenge is canned vegeta-
bles.  When you are grocery shopping, pick 
up extra cans of vegetables and bring to the 
Food Cart in the Narthex.  
 
 Thank you for making a difference in the 
lives of so many.  Your contributions will be 
delivered to the Open Door Pantry at the end 
of the month.   

 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP 

IS BACK! 

Sunday morning coffee hour resumed 

 

We will once again be 

enjoying coffee, pre-
packaged snacks, and 
fellowship between ser-
vices. 

The Fellowship Board will provide the cof-

fee and snacks, but we need your help with 
set-up and/or clean-up each week.  

There is a sign-up poster in the narthex for 
volunteers to get involved and be a part of 

this ministry.  

On the Sundays with no volunteer help cof-
fee and snacks will not be provided. If you 
enjoy Sunday morning coffee, please help us 
by volunteering to set-up and/or clean-up 

once or twice a month. 

Sign Up 

Easel 
Sign up to be a 

part of worship is 

now easier than 

ever.  Check out 

the Sign Up Easel 

in the narthax.  

We are no long-

er using the Sign

-up genius for 

sign ups. 
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