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Church in America 
God’s work. Our hands. 

Hi, everyone. 

At a congregational meeting on June 5, we shared what we think is exciting news for the 
future of worship at Reformation. 
 
Since last fall, when a survey indicated a majority of respondents wanted to see Refor-
mation move to one service, we have talked many times about how to blend two distinct 
services into one. But we learned that different people relate to different worship styles – 
particularly music but also liturgy and how the services unfold. We thank you for all of 
your feedback and patience. 
 
We – the council, Pastor Ralen, musicians and worship board – think we have a plan to 
strengthen worship and, ideally, increase attendance. We don’t plan to create a unified 
service; we don’t know how to blend the services in a way that most people would find 
fulfilling. We are listening to our musicians, who say blending our diverse styles would be 
difficult or impossible. We could force a blended service, but we don’t think many people 
would be happy with it. 
 
Instead, we plan to enhance worship by building on elements that people love. For the 
traditional service, this will involve paying four singers to serve as cantors and the base of 
a rejuvenated choir. We also plan to restore the position of choir director, with bell choir 
director Howard Webb filling this role. See more about this plan on the accompanying 
sheet. 
 
We plan to work with Rise musicians to determine what they think is needed to enhance 
the music in that service.  
 
Finally, we will look for opportunities for us all to be together – like the June 26 picnic. We 
also plan to have four unified services a year, two with traditional music and two with 
Rise music. 
 
We are thankful that we are able to undertake these additions to worship, and we look 
forward to the impact they will have on our spiritual life. If you have questions or con-
cerns, please ask  us or council or worship board members. 
 
In God’s grace, 

Marcia Werts, Council President 
Ruth Ann Koepsel, Worship Board Chair 
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Dan and Sheryl Johnson 
• They have been members since 1991. 

• On May 14th they celebrated their 39th wedding 
anniversary. 

• Dan grew up in Rochelle, Illinois and Sheryl grew 
up in Hamburg, Iowa. 

• Sheryl went to the Nebraska College of Business to 
become a secretary/administrative assistant. Dan got 
a BS in Agriculture at the University of Illinois. 

• Dan worked at MBPXL/EXCEL/Cargill for 37 years before retiring. They lived in Iowa, Texas, Ohio 
and Kansas. Sheryl worked as a secretary at various businesses as they moved around. 

• They have 3 adult children: Katie Zimmerman, Nathan Johnson and Shelby Casper, and they all live 
in Wichita. They have 6 grandchildren and are excited to welcome 2 more in January.  

• They have an English Setter, Chief. He is a very entitled dog who loves and is loved by all the grand-
kids. 

• Sheryl enjoys reading and cooking. Dan likes fishing and hunting with Chief. He has a fishing trip to 
Canada planned this summer. They enjoy traveling. Their trip to Disney World with the whole family 
was a lot of fun, and they look forward to going again. They like going to Las Vegas shows and just 
bought some land at Table Rock Lake. They are fans of KU and WSU basketball and Illinois basketball 
and football. They also enjoy watching their grandkids play sports. They like many foods but beef tops 
the list! 

• One of them doesn’t like yard work, and the other doesn’t like housework. You’ll have to ask them 
about that. They do have flowers and a clean house, so the work does get done! 

• They go to the RISE service because of the early hour, the music, the relaxed setting and all the fami-
lies that attend. Seeing the young kids at church puts a smile on Sheryl’s face. 

Dan and Sheryl are avid horse racing fans. They have been to roughly 18 Kentucky Derby races. Dan has 
been to a couple more than Sheryl though, because someone had to stay home and help Shelby get 
ready for school dances/activities! 

We are changing our Community Breakfast menu in Ju-

ly and we need YOUR help to make it successful. 

We are planning to begin serving a “hot” breakfast of 

biscuits & gravy, coffee/water, banana or cutie fruit, 

PB&J sandwich and the bus ticket.  We have been hand-

ing out sack lunches since COVID began.  Our volunteers have been wanting to serve breakfast and we 

had a meeting to discuss these changes.  St. Paul’s is still not having guests in the building, so we will 

continue to serve from the backdoor.  We will need several volunteers to help with cooking, serving, 

and clean-up.  If you are interested in becoming a part of this worthwhile and much needed ministry, 

please contact Sheryl Johnson at 316-644-5802.  We would love to have YOU be a part of this minis-

try. 
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Stickwork overview 

Reformation members have an 

opportunity to participate in an 

exciting event sponsored by our 

neighbors to the east,  

Mark Arts.   

After more than three years of 

planning and preparation, 

internationally acclaimed artist 

Patrick Dougherty will visit Wichita, Kansas to begin his historic, 

site-specific public art installation at Mark Arts.   
 

Interested volunteers should email program director,  

Chloe Lang,.  
 

                                     CALENDAR 

 

July 14  Envision Luncheon 

July 19  First Trust Financial Dinner 

July 22  Abstract National Exhibition Opening  

   Reception 

 

COFFEE FELLOW-

SHIP 

IS BACK! 

Sunday morning coffee 

hour resumed 

 

We will once again be enjoy-
ing coffee, pre-packaged snacks, and fellowship be-

tween services. 
The Fellowship Board will provide the coffee and 
snacks, but we need your help with set-up and/or 

clean-up each week.  
There is a sign-up poster in the narthex for volun-

teers to get involved and be a part of this ministry.  
On the Sundays with no volunteer help coffee and 

snacks will not be provided. If you enjoy Sunday 
morning coffee, please help us by volunteering to 

set-up and/or clean-up once or twice a month. 

Church Attendance for June 

June 5   Pentecost 
    Rise :    50  
    Traditional:  46  
    Total:    96 
 
June 12      Holy Trinity 
    Rise:    37 
    Traditional :  43 
    Visitor:           1 
    Total:    81 
 
June 19  2nd Sunday after Pentecost 
    Rise:     53 
    Traditional:   40   
    Total:     93   
 
June 26  3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
    Rise:     39 
    Traditional :   40  
    Total:     79 
 

   

 

July 3   Combined Service 

July 4   Office closed 

July 15  RefLife deadline 

July 28-30 Early voting 
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Report from Renew and Reconnect Workshops 
 
Congregation members of all ages attended four of the offered workshops in April and May and provided a 
wealth of information for the Church Council and for the Mission Statement team.  Following are the high-
lights of several areas on which we focused: 
 
What about Reformation brought you to this place? 

The people; feeling of family; caring and welcoming; fellowship 
Opportunities to participate in service to the community 
Worship styles and music 
Pastor Ralen; preaching 
Openness to all; acceptance of differences; open minds 

 
Themes for Mission Statement 

To share God’s word 
To be led by the Holy Spirit 
To open hearts and minds  
To be rooted in God’s truths 
To welcome and serve all 

 
What could we be doing to live our mission? 

Use our Memorial Garden to reach out to community and to celebrate our connections 
Strengthen our personal relationships with God through faith discussions 
Get out of our comfort zones and welcome all 
Participate in the life of the church 
Community outreach/service 

 
Those who were not able to attend are welcome to provide input.  Please email your ideas to us by the end of 
June Thank you.   

 

 July 5    Blanket Makers, 9:00a.m. 

 July 12   Blanket Makers 9:00 a.m.. 

 July 19   Blanket Makers, 9:00a.m 

 July 20   Dorcas Circle, 1:300p.m. 

Reformation has Merchandise  

Order Today!!!  

Check out  Reformation’s  newest edition; its very own merchandise is 

now available for purchase.  

https://rlc.merchwebstore.com.   

Lutheran Church on Thursday, July 21, 2022 offer-

https://llsa.social/HS
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Concrete blocks for our community garden 

are painted, have dried, and are now ready to 

be assembled for our community garden.  The 

service board had a cinderblock painting for 

our community garden, which they plan on 

doing in July. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Picnic 
Reformation hosted a church picnic 
following the Sunday service this past 
month. Everyone gathered together to 
partake in food, fun, and fellowship. 
Everyone brought tasty side dishes 
and games. The children ran around, 
the adults sat and talked, and every-
one had the opportunity to gather and 
laugh.  
Thank you to the learning & fellow-
ship board on making this a success!!   
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Food Cart items for June 
 
 July’s food challenge is canned vegeta-
bles.  When you are grocery shopping, pick 
up extra cans of vegetables and bring to the 
Food Cart in the Narthex.  
 
 Thank you for making a difference in the 
lives of so many.  Your contributions will be 
delivered to the Open Door Pantry at the end 
of the month.   

Camp Tomah Shinga 
This month some of the confirmation 
youth traveled up to Camp Tomah Shinga 
for confirmation camp. Youth from across 
the synod gathered for fun, fellowship, Bi-
ble study, and outdoor adventures. Our 
youth had the privilege to explore the out-
doors, make friendships, stretch them-
selves, and enjoy Gods creation in the 
woods.  
 
Pictured from right to left  
Allison Saunders, Cole Torgerson & Cora 
Hicks  
 

Sign Up Easel 

Sign up to be a part of worship is now 

easier than ever.  Check out the Sign Up 

Easel in the narthax.  We are no long-

er using the Sign-up genius for sign 

ups.   
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