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Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America 
God’s work. Our hands. 

It’s been a busy, awesome summer! 
 

A lot has been going on at Reformation this summer, fueled mostly by volunteers. Here’s some of what we have been doing as a con-

gregation as we move forward together.  

 

All together: Volunteers helped make area pastors’ vision of a combined outdoor service a reality. Reformation folks led by the fel-

lowship/learning board set up the tent and chairs, brought doughnuts and coffee, served as lectors and communion assistants and 

more. It was a terrific gathering! 

 

No more leaks: Clean white ceiling tiles have replaced the water-stained ones in the narthex.  The property board, aided by a gener-

ous donation from a member, has overseen repairs to the roof and set up quarterly inspections/maintenance to prevent new leaks. 

 

Potluck picnic: After being apart so long, it was doubly sweet to gather for a potluck picnic in June, organized by fellowship/learning. 

It was so good to be able to eat and play together! 

 

Care for the building: Property leaders are compiling a guide to various aspects of Reformation property – how things work and who 

to contact if maintenance is needed – so that that information is available to whoever needs it. 

 

A growing outreach: The service board has built the start of a community garden and intends to plant veggies this fall. Many mem-

bers of the congregation were involved in painting the cinder blocks used to build the raised bed. 

 

On the web: The outreach board is working on a new website that will be more flexible and easily updated. This will enable us to de-

liver current information about Reformation to people looking for a church home. We plan to debut it this fall. 

 

A place to reflect: Volunteers have spent many hours clearing away overgrowth and planting flowers at the meditation garden. It 

looks great, and we hear that people who walk in the neighborhood find it a welcoming spot. 

 

Listening to our call: Volunteers on the transition team and on the Renew & Reconnect purpose planning group wrapped up months 

of work after leading members through a process to determine what God is calling us to do. Next, the mission statement task force will 

take that information and craft words that reflect what we are called to do. 

 

Comfort and warmth: Our volunteer blanket makers displayed a roomful of brightly colored quilts in the parish hall earlier this sum-

mer.  

 

Reconnecting: Volunteers with the In-reach board have contacted members we haven’t seen in a while, hoping to reconnect with 

people who haven’t been in church regularly. 

 

Serving others: Volunteers are back to serving hot breakfasts at least once a month at St. Paul’s. And homeless families are once 

again staying in our building as part of Family Promise. 

 

Sharing our name: The outreach board is selling T-shirts and other merchandise emblazoned with the Reformation name. We’ve 

also got free stickers – ask if you still need some! 

 

This is some of what we’ve been doing, in addition to the things we do faithfully all the time, like setting up for communion, baking 

bread, lecturing, ushering, playing music and all of the other things that keep our church operating smoothly.  

 

If you know of other things we’re doing this summer that should be mentioned, let me know. And if you want to get involved in some-

thing new, or serve on one of Reformation’s boards, let me know that, too. 

 

I did not name the volunteers above because there are so many, and I didn’t want to leave anyone out. You know who you are. Know 

also that we appreciate you so much! 

 

Marcia Werts 

Council president 
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SUCCESS! 

The changes we made to Community Breakfast were a suc-

cess! We had YOUR help and we served 100 meals of biscuits 

& gravy, a sack lunch with PB&J sandwich, fruit, bag of cook-

ies, and bus ticket, bottled waters and coffee. 

We put together the lunches at Reformation on Friday and 

served the hot breakfast out the backdoor at   St. Paul’s on Saturday.  We are going  to continue this 
plan and menu in August.  We always appreciate volunteers to help with preparing lunches, cooking 
food and putting the “to-go” meals together, handing them out, and clean-up.  If you are interested in 

becoming a part of this worthwhile and much needed ministry, please contact Sheryl Johnson  at 316-
644-5802.  We would love to have YOU be a part of this ministry. 

Isabella Encarpera, and Susan Bachman prepar-

ing gravy for to go boxes. 

Sandy Muse and Sheryl Johnson adding 

biscuits and gravy to to-go boxes. 

 Pastor will be going home to Philadelphia, 

    August 15 to September 6 

There will be only one Worship Service at 10 

a.m. on September 4 (Labor Day Weekend). 

Parish Office will be closed  

Monday, September 5 
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August 2      Primary Election    
               Voting 
August 15 RefLife deadline 
August 15 Church Council Mtg 
August 20 Community Breakfast 
August 31   Pastor on Vacation 
Sept.  4         Combined Worship 

Church Attendance for July 

 July 3  Combined Worship with 2 other  
   Churches 
    Total:    131 
 
 July 10  Pentecost  5 
    Rise:     40 
    Traditional :   40 
    Visitor:             8 
    Total:     88 
 
 July 17 Pentecost 6 
    Rise:     31 
    Traditional:   38   
    Visitor:             5 
    Total:     74 
   
 July 24 Pentecost 7 
    Rise:    42   
    Traditional :  40   
    Total:    82 
    
        
 

 
 

Sign up to host Summer coffee. 

Summer Sunday coffee and treats are back!  

The Fellowship Board is looking for volunteers 

to provide donuts, bagels, muffins, rolls, etc. for 

the remaining Sundays this summer.  

There is a special sign up sheet for this on the 

donut table in the Narthex.  

If you enjoy coffee and pastries on Sunday 

morning, please consider volunteering for one 

of the dates left this summer. 

If you want to set up the coffee but can’t stay 

for clean up, let the Fellowship Board know and 

they can arrange for the clean-up. 

    Thank you for prayers and cards 
during this time of healing from my 
total knee replacement.  Everything 
is going well in my recovery thanks 
to your prayers.  A special thank you 
to Cam Wilson for accompanying me 
on this journey of rehab.  When I 
was not sure how I was going to do 
this, in walks Cam with expertise and 
care.  We are truly a church of care-
givers!  Thanks to each of you.   
-Anita Dorf  
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 August 9  Blanket Makers, 9:00a.m 

 August 11  Rebecca Circle, 10:00a..m. 

 August 17  Dorcas Circle, 1:300p.m. 

 August 23   Blanket Makers, 9:00 a.m. 

  August 30 Blanket Makers, 9:00a.m 

. 

        

        

    
 Suzanne Koch 

 

• She was born and raised in 
Wichita, KS. 

• Her family attended St. 
Paul Lutheran Church. She was baptized, confirmed, married and all of their children were baptized at that 
church. 

• Her husband, Clarence, was also raised in the Lutheran faith and attended St. Line Lutheran Church near 
Marysville, KS. 

• Suzanne and Clarence were married for 53 years. Clarence entered eternal life in 2021. 

• Her last name is pronounced cook, translated from German. The northern part of Kansas was settled by im-
migrants from Germany. 

• She graduated from WSU with a BA in English. she taught English for several years before taking time off to 
be a “mom”. She received an MA in Library Science, and was a school librarian until she retired in 2006 from 
Southeast High School. 

• Suzanne has 3 children and 4 grandchildren. 

• She has a kitten named Claire. 

• Her favorite composer is Bach. She enjoys playing board and card games. She is always ready to travel! She 
believes seeing the world is most important in order to get to know how others think. 

• Suzanne attends the traditional service because she appreciates the liturgy and music. 

• Her faith is very important to her, and she works hard to live it. Being human, she says she sometimes fails, 
but she keeps trying hard to follow the path of the teachings of Jesus. 
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Get your Merchandise 

Order Today!!!  

Update your wardrobe with Reformation merchandise. Check out  Reformation’s  newest edi-

tion.  

https://rlc.merchwebstore.com/ 

Concrete blocks for our community gar-
den are painted, have dried, and are now 
ready to be assembled for our communi-
ty garden.  The service board had a cin-
derblock painting for our community 
garden, which they plan on doing in July. 
 
We welcome any of you who would join 
us to assemble this garden after the sec-
ond service on July 10.  With many 
hands, our garden will take shape.   
.  
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Food Cart items for August 
 
     School is beginning soon.  For our Food Cart in the Narthex 
we are requesting a favorite of school kids—and all others: pea-
nut butter and jelly.   
Please buy extra during your shopping trips and bring the items 
to the Food Cart.  We will deliver to the United Methodist Urban 
Ministry so that they may distribute to those in need.  As always, 
thank you for your donations. 

Sign Up Easel 

Sign up to be a part of worship is now easier than 

ever.  Check out the Sign Up Easel in the narthex.  

We are no longer using the Sign-up genius for 

sign ups. 

  

LUTHERAN YARD GAMES 

Join your fellow Wichita Lutherans in some fun & friendly competition.  And then ice cream! 

August 7 @ 6:30pm 

Kickball * Cornhole * Pitch Tournament 

@ Christ Lutheran Church 

You can play whichever game suits your age & ability.  We will play games for about an hour and then 

enjoy ice cream sundaes while scores are tabulated. 

Prizes will be awarded for things like: 

· Oldest participant      

· Youngest participant 

· Most fans present 

· Winners of games 

We will also be awarding a prize for whichever church brings the most food items per person.  We 

will be helping the new food pantry at Mission San Juan get going by supplying some stuff they 

need.  Points will be awarded for rice, beans (dry or canned), spaghetti pasta, and peanut butter.  

The more you bring, the more points your church will receive (& the more Mission San Juan will ben-

efit)! 
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