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God's work. Our hands.

Notable Church Events
Sundays in July 9:30 a.m. Summer Service
Tuesdays in July 9:00 a.m.  Blanket Makers (except July 28)
July 8 9am-3 pm Life Line Screening
July 12 10:30 a.m. Worship Board
July 13 6:30 p.m.  Ladies Night Out
July 15 1:00 p.m.  July RefLife Deadline
July 15 9 am. Assistance League
July 15 1:00 p.m.  Dorcas Circle
July 21 7:00 p.m.  Church Council Meeting
July 26 10:30 a.m. Fellowship Board
July 28-August 1 10am-6pm Early Voting

WORSHIP

Throughout the summer, we’ll explore Ruth and Esther, 1 & 2 Timothy, and the Ten
Commandments—stories and teachings that highlight courageous leadership, faithful
relationships, and God’s wisdom for every season of life.

Each Sunday at 9:30 AM, we gather to worship, grow in faith, and strengthen our
community, trusting God to guide us on this shared journey.
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July 2026 Council Recap

Council did not have a meeting in June.

Remember that while Pastor Ralen is on her Sabbatical this
summer she will not be able to take care of any Reformation
business, instead please reach out to the Reformation office X
(316) 634-0586 info@RefLuthKS.org or Carmen, our Council
President, (or another council member so we can put you in touch with the right individual for
your needs.
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Financial Snapshot:

Our expenses continue to be managed well and are being kept in line with our budget.
Recently we received notice that our Insurance premium could increase by over $10,000 for
the upcoming term, conversations and additional research are being done to see how we can
keep the best coverage at the most cost effective rate.

Giving continues to be strong and keeps us just above our budget needs for this point in the
year. Your support is greatly appreciated! We have made it to the halfway point of the year and
have some great opportunities available to us if we can exceed last years giving. We ask
members to prayerfully consider their financial support as we continue to carry out the
mission of Reformation Lutheran Church.

Ladies Night Out
Mark your calendars for Monday, July 13th at 6:30 p.m.

Join us this month at The Kitchen, located at 3622 N. Oliver, for an

b evening of food, fellowship, and conversation. Enjoy a delicious meal
KITBI‘IE" while reconnecting with familiar faces and meeting new friends. It’s a
wonderful opportunity to strengthen our community in a warm and
welcoming setting. We hope you’ll join us for a fun and memorable
evening together!

RSVP to Carol Weaver by Sunday, July 12th

CHURCH EVENTS

EARLY VOTING: The church will be an early voting location during Y 4
July 28-August 1st. The office will remain open during normal hours V | n g
(Monday-Thursday 9am-1pm). \
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LIFE LINE SCREENING (by appointment): Wednesday, July 8 for a preventive heart and
stroke risk screening that includes several noninvasive vascular and cardiac tests. The visit
typically takes about 60—-90 minutes, with results reviewed by a physician and provided
afterward. Make your appointment online: https://book.lifelinescreening.com/appointment
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July Book Recommendation

Sounding the Seasons: Seventy Sonnets for the
Christian Year by Malcolm Guite
SOUNDING
SEASONS

I find myself wanting to slow down in the
summer, to trade long to-do lists for slower
days. In this season, a long novel can feel
less like leisure and more like a
commitment waiting patiently on the shelf,
quietly asking to be finished. Summer, for
me, is not the season of marathon reading.

So instead of towering stacks of unread
books, I find myself reaching for poetry,

small lanterns of light that give me burst of energy. It’s only a
moment and still it’s complete. A poem asks so little of us and

yet gives so much. It gives a pause, a breath, a pocket-sized
minute of distraction or renewal. You can read one beneath
the shade of a tree or while the big Kansas sky dances with
color as the sun fades into dark. There’s no guilt with a
poem.

One book on my summer reading list is Sounding the
Seasons: Seventy Sonnets for the Christian Year. Its
sonnets feel like church bells crescendo from St. George
reminding me of the time. Striking the day from my office.
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Stephen Ministry: The Courage to Receive Care

Goodness! It is summer indeed and with
that a lot of us stay indoors. And that
sometimes get lonely. Good news is that a
Stephen Minister is waiting for you to ask
him/her to visit and listen and chat. Please
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in a Stephen Minister.

Food Cart

Hurrah! It’s baby-time again in our Food
Cart! We will be soooo happy to deliver all
you bring to the United Methodist Urban
Ministry Open Door Food Pantry. Baby
items that would be helpful include: jars of
baby food, formula, diapers, wipes and
anything else that you know a new mother needs to care for
the new baby! Thank you for your support of this ministry.
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FOOD PANTRY

....................

MINISTRY
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let Anita know that you would be interested
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Nancy Scott 4™
Larry Ehrlich 5t
Eric Ericson 5th
Heather Borg 6
Janet Wolf 6h
Sarah Jensen 7t
Brock Stupka 7h
Eli Hicks 7t
Barbara Borg gt
Connor Hultman 10
George Bunting 10"
Bryan Barr 1"
Cale Moody 1"
Pamela Lyford 13
Andy Martin 16"
Kathryn Bunting 22M
Vicki Dunham 2ond
Cohen Cross 24
Thomas Walter 25
Amy Borgmeyer 25
Al Flores 26
Ted J. Vlamis 27t
Ben Walter 27t
Braeden Winters 28

Christ in Your Home

The newest issue, covering
July—September 2026,
is located in the narthex.

Take a copy home with you!
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Prayer Ministry at Reformation Lutheran Church

At Reformation, we believe in the power of prayer and the comfort of lifting one another
before God. Our congregation offers two ways to share prayer needs:

Monthly Prayer List

This list is updated regularly and shared with the congregation. It’s a place for ongoing or
long-term concerns. To add a name or ensure a prayer continues beyond one month, please
contact the church office.

Prayer Circle

Our Prayer Circle is a dedicated group of people committed to praying faithfully for those in
need. Requests may be for yourself, a loved one, or a friend, whether it involves illness,
surgery, grief, or any personal hardship. Updates and prayer requests are shared with the
congregation through Mailchimp. We also celebrate answered prayers, giving thanks and
praise to God together.

Please remember in your prayers:

Larry Allbritten Marilyn Allbritten ~ Alice Burnett Sheila Carlson
Annette Carson Richard Flaharty Sammy Flaharty Suzanne Koch
Barbara Lee Nancy Martin Tom McFarlane Marlen Mclntosh
Marilyn Moffat Robert Pfeiffer Ray Wacker Marcia Werts

Ed Wilks Kenn Woodard

Additional prayer requests may be written in the book at the back of the sanctuary be-
fore each worship service.

BEST TIMES OF LIFE (BTOL)

i —

On June 15th, the Best Times of Life (BTOL) gathered in the Parish Hall for a covered-dish
luncheon followed by a special program with RLC Health and Wellness Advocate Cypress.
They introducing themselves, sharing their role in supporting the church community and
future possibilities for expanding health and wellness ministries at the Church. A key focus of
the presentation was gathering input from attendees—Cypress invited participants to share
their thoughts and interests to help shape upcoming wellness offerings.
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Thatcher was recently published in Living Lutheran ( My faith journey: We can all do great

things | Living Lutheran). Pastor Ralen helped make the connection for him before she left on
sabbatical.

MY FAITH JOURNEY: WE CAN ALL DO GREAT THINGS

A high school senior reflects on choosing to take action

When the school year comes to an end, a mixture of emotions arises. Some students
experience joy, others sense relief and some feel sadness. All these emotions are perfectly
normal.

A typical school year (if there is such a thing) is full of many events: making friends, going to
class, taking tests, playing sports, working and just trying to survive. Taken together,
overwhelming feelings are hardly surprising.

Time also seems to fly by, leaving students scrambling to get everything done before the final
bell rings. Because of this fast pace, students may end the year feeling as if they failed to
accomplish anything, let alone enough. In such moments, all Christians—students,
especially—can find grounding by focusing on our faith identity.

We weren’t put on this earth to simply worry about worldly problems. Our job is to praise
God and to enjoy the love of our Lord. Admittedly, we can’t just throw everything aside and
say it doesn’t matter; we do have to live our lives. But many of us yearn to address our
problems and those of our world—we want to make a positive impact. Our time, however, is
limited.

Thankfully, we’re not helpless. True, not everyone has the same abilities to complete tasks the
same way; we all have our own reasons and methods. Remember, the Spirit has given each of
us a variety of gifts (1 Corinthians 12:4). But with God’s help, we can all do great things. To
do anything, we must first trust in God and take a single step forward.

As the school year comes to a close, I want to challenge you to do just one good thing for
someone else. Admittedly, this step may not be a milestone you remember for the rest of your
life. But if one person does one good thing, then from that good deed, another may feel the
touch of the Spirit and do the same for someone else. A chain reaction isn’t necessarily a bad
thing, no matter what they say in chemistry class.

MOVING MOUNTAINS

Of course, students can often feel reluctant to take strong actions in school. We feel
tremendous pressure from peers, adults and society to maintain the status quo. But we must
act. Christ didn’t call us to live lives of silence or simply to love with words and speech

(1 John 3:18). We are called to live out our faith with actions.

In my high school, I’ve felt this societal pressure. But I have unquestionably been called to do
something different, in my own way: to leave my school in a better place than before |


https://www.livinglutheran.org/voices-of-faith/my-faith-journey-we-can-all-do-great-things/
https://www.livinglutheran.org/voices-of-faith/my-faith-journey-we-can-all-do-great-things/
https://www.livinglutheran.org/theology-beliefs/to-try/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2012&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%203&version=NRSVUE

arrived. So this year, a group of my friends and I took action.

Like many students in the United States, my classmates focus on fashion and the latest
clothing trends. With the click of the button, we can have the latest looks in a couple of
days. But this speed and abundance create waste—many people throw out these clothes
after only a couple of wears.

When I realized the harmful impact of this mass consumerism, I told my friends that we
needed to make a change. We started a school club to promote secondhand shopping, or
thrifting. When we first got this idea, it was perceived as a joke around school, something
that wouldn’t last for more than a few meetings. But together, with the support of our
administration and with strength from the Spirit, we made a difference.

Together, with the support of our school administration and with
strength from the Spirit, we made a difference.

We grew a small club into a force that provided a forum for conversations our school
needed to have. It ended up not only educating students but also the faculty, staff and
administration about the true costs—social and financial—of their clothing choices.

Now, you don’t have to run to your school tomorrow and start a club. But [ am calling you
to be more mindful. Think about the world around you. True, it may be easier to go with
the quicker option and maintain the status quo. But in doing so, are you losing touch with
God and the world he created? To do good, we must first slow down to discern who or
what needs help and how we can respond.

The end of a school year may seem like a bad time to start making a change. After all,
everything is done, and we can finally relax. But that’s no excuse! In fact, it may even
provide a perfect catalyst to act.

Christ called us to love our neighbor. You may have to start small by simply helping a
friend with something. But soon your work will gain momentum and, I bet, things will start
changing. Your actions may feel insignificant in the moment, but they are like a tiny
mustard seed planted in your community. And as Jesus said, faith as tiny as a

seed can move a mountain (Matthew 17:20). With an assist from the Spirit, we ’
busy, overstretched students can do great things. 'h

Thatcher is a senior at Maize South High School and a member of Refor-
mation Lutheran Church in Wichita, Kan. He is currently working toward F ol
earning the rank of Eagle Scout, and he enjoys wrestling, football, thrifting -
and all things KU.

Coming soon! Alex from Goddard Scout Troop 776 will be leading a Memorial Garden
restoration project and will need volunteers to help with cleanup and improvements. More
details, including the date and volunteer needs, will be announced soon.

Interested in becoming a member, or know someone who is?

If you want more information about membership at Reformation Lutheran,
contact the RLC Office at info@refluthks.org

6



https://www.livinglutheran.org/voices-of-faith/im-a-lutheran-zander-hine/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2017&version=NRSVUE

