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A Time to Say Both Goodbye and Hello
By Rev. Ralen M. Robinson
“Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; but those who hope in
the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and
not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” Isaiah 40:30-31
Phew, we made it, y’all!! We are in a new year. Pat yourselves on the back; you have successfully gone through countless wrapped presents, slaved over the stove for family meals,
done Christmas, attended holiday parties, and rung in the New Year for 2023. Now you can
breathe because we are in a new season of life. We are mere days into 2023 in the middle of
winter. Everything is dead, frozen over, and it is cold! Yet, despite the cold temperature and
looming promise of snow and ice, there is a recognition of fire. It blazes a path for us because anything is possible at the start of the year; there is promise, plans are being made, and
endless opportunities are at our fingertips.
However, before we can embrace all the year has to offer, we say goodbye to the year that
was. We reflect on what we have experienced and endured to get us to this point. For some
of us it has been a year full of challenges and for others it’s been spectacular. We have said
adieu to loved ones whose absence hits deep; we have welcomed little ones; families have
expanded; it’s been full of laughter that tears sprung free, and we have loved deeply. Whether it has been a little bit of both or more of one, there were high moments where laugher was
had, memories were made, conversations were struck, friendships were created as well as
dissipated, and there was everything in-between.
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is
here!” 2 Corinthians 5:17
So, we say farewell to the year that has taught us, pushed us, and allowed us to grow into
the space where we are now; to look at what is to come with excitement, zeal, and more
memories. This year I look forward to entering into a new decade of my life, to continue to
grow as your Pastor, to read more, and to enter into deeper relationships with my family and
friends. I don’t know what this year will bring or what it has in store for us but what I do
know is that it will be full of celebrations, memories, growth, and love. The sluggishness and
weariness we have experienced this winter will dwindle because the fatigue will be replaced
with vigor, a newfound outlook, hope for what is to come, with Christ continuing to guide
us.

December Council Recap
Every month, we offer a brief recap of the church council meeting. Here are some things that
were discussed in December.
–After discussion, the council approved a balanced 2023 budget to present for the congregation’s approval at the Jan. 29 semi-annual congregational meeting. The budget is similar to
the 2022 budget for the most part, with the addition of a Rise coordinator. We discussed our
congregation’s contribution to the Central States Synod and decided to keep it at 9.5% of general fund income.
–We elected officers for 2023. They are: Marcia Werts, president; Suzanne Koch, vice president; and Lynette Wetta, secretary. David Dorf remains the treasurer and Susan Bachman is
the financial secretary.
–We are getting a new copier that will better meet our needs and will save about $225 a
month.
Upcoming dates
–New council members will be sworn in on Jan. 15.
–The next council meeting will be a mini-retreat a week later than the usual meeting, to plan
and set goals for 2023. It will be at 6 p.m. Jan. 24.
–Youth group will meet on Wednesday, Jan. 18.
–Future youth dates: Youth Quake Feb. 3-5, Confirmation Camp, June 18-23
–Pastor Ralen will be preaching at an ordination in California on Sunday, Jan. 22.
–Pastor Ralen will speak to ELCA women across the United States on Feb. 2 about the female
presence in the pulpit and the need for it.
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It’s a New Year!
2023 is full of hope and
promise.
We CAN make a difference in the lives of others and take
steps to feed Wichita’s hungry. This month we will
collect canned foods: fruits, veggies, soups, meats,
beans—whatever comes in a can! These items are staples
in preparing meals and are always needed. Bring your
donations to the Food Cart in the Narthex and Service
Board will deliver the items to United Methodist Urban
Ministries Open Door Food Pantry.

Want to help with the Lenten
Devotional?
We are planning the Lenten devotional booklet for next spring
This year, our theme takes us on a search for signs of faith – in
your life, in our church, in the people you work with, maybe
even in people you see at the store, the park or a basketball
game. That's the great thing about faith – it's everywhere. And
why wouldn't it be, considering that faith stems from the One
who is everywhere?

Service Board
Thank You

If you are interested in writing a devotional, please let Ken Hobart or Marcia Werts know, or email us. The deadline for devotionals is Jan. 15th..

Once again you all were generous as you purchased gifts
listed on the Angel Tree. Thanks to you, over 60 bags full
of coats, scarves, gloves, hats, and blankets were delivered to Operation Holiday on Monday December 12 in
time for them to organize and distribute to those in need
in our communities. Thank you. Thank you!

BTOL is ending its long run. Russell and Sandy Muse
have done a great job hosting the BTOL ministry. We
owe them a debt of gratitude and thanks for their efforts
to bring entertainment and food to all seniors. So when
you see them, tell them thank you for all they have done.
In addition, a heartfelt thank you to everyone who helped
or participated in this ministry.

Pre-K through 6th grade
9:45 a.m.
We will continue our journey through
the Old Testament. The Bible is full of
many stories of God’s love for his
people. Along the way, we will play
games, sing songs, and make crafts.
Please join us for fun time in a classroom upstairs!

Blanket Makers every Tues. @ 9 a.m.
Dorcas Circle every 3rd Wed. @ 1p.m.
Rebecca Circle every 2nd Thurs. @ 10 a.m.

9:45 a.m.
As Lutherans, we believe Jesus lives in every
one of us. When we look at a person, we should
see Jesus looking back at us.
Adult Sunday School will meet in the Conference Room.
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Troy and Kimberly Lindemann

•

They have been members for 25 years. Pastor Mansholt baptized both of their children.

•

Troy was born in Oberlin, Kansas. He lived in Oberlin and Hays for a few years
then moved to Grand Junction and Alamosa, Colorado. He graduated from Alamosa
High School. Kimberly was born in Iowa City, Iowa and grew up in Overland Park, Kansas. She graduated from
Shawnee Mission South High School.

•

Kimberly and Troy met at the University of Kansas. She studied architecture and he studied aerospace engineering.

•

They were married 31 years ago at Overland Park Lutheran Church. Pastor Sally Fahrenthold was planning to
officiate the wedding, but then got her call to be pastor at Christ Lutheran, Wichita. When they first moved to Wichita they became members of Christ Lutheran.

•

Troy worked for Boeing in Seattle, WA and then they moved to Wichita with Boeing. He worked for Winglet
Technologies for a short time but most of his career was spent at Airbus. With Airbus they had the opportunity to
live in Bristol, England and Bremen, Germany for extended stays, which were highlights for the family. Troy retired
this year after almost 20 years with Airbus. He is now growing a toy company business that he co-founded called
Make-A-Fort. Kids across the US, Canada and Europe opened Troy's cardboard fort kits this past Christmas. Kimberly worked as an architect at HNTB, Kansas City, and SJCF, Wichita, before becoming a stay at home mom. She
now enjoys oil painting. Through many classes through Mark Arts, she loves to create works inspired by family,
nature and travels.

•

They have two children, Luke is 25 and Elise is 23. Their kids grew up participating and enjoying all the Sunday school, confirmation and high school youth activities at Reformation. Luke especially liked Camp Tomah Shinga and Elise liked the National Youth Gathering in Detroit. Luke is now a mechanical engineer and lives and works
in Lawrence, Kansas with his wife, Emmile. Elise is now half-way through law school at the University of California, Davis.

•

Troy and Kimberly have three cats and a cockatiel bird. They acquired one kitten from the humane society, and
the other three animals found Troy and Kim at home.

•

They like to ride bikes together; they enjoy the bike trails around their home, especially the Redbud Trail. Troy
likes sci-fi movies and German beer, Kim is more into dramas and chocolate.

•

One of them doesn’t like doing taxes or eating oysters. The other won't eat rabbit and doesn't like cleaning litter
boxes. You’ll have to guess or ask them!

•

Troy and Kimberly wish there was a compromise to bring the Rise and Traditional services together, thinking it
would be a benefit to have the whole Reformation family together. They usually attend the 11:00 service although
they have worshipped in all services and used to enjoy the Saturday service.
Kimberly and Troy love their Reformation family!

Jan. 4
Jan. 13
Jan. 19-23
Jan. 29 10 a.m.
Feb. 3-5

Pastor Ralen’s birthday
RefLife Deadline
Pastor at ordination in California
Semi-annual Meeting
Youth Quake
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5 Prayerful New Year’s Resolutions
Rev. Ralen Robinson

Perhaps many of you have already set your New Year’s
resolutions in stone. If not, here are some ideas to help you
develop new behaviors to maximize the power of prayer;
ways to grow closer to Jesus in 2023. It’s not hard to do.
Arrange some quiet time.
Be still, and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations,
I will be exalted in the earth. Psalm 46:10
Start the new year with a new attitude by setting aside a
special time each day for quiet reflection. It important to
set aside that special time for the Lord. Whatever time you
choose, it’s your time, for you and God.
Say a prayer for the giver.
Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7
Every time you use a gift, give thanks for that gift. This
continual act of thanks will be a constant reminder of the
kindness that was extended to you. In turn, your prayer
will be an extension of that kindness, creating a cycle of
goodwill that is never broken.
Commit random acts of prayer.
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus
for you. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
Pick someone to pray for throughout your day If someone
makes you angry, pray for them. You will feel better —
and God will bless you both.
Pray for strength.
“Stay awake and pray so that you may not come into the
time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is
weak.” Matthew 26:41
It is easy to fall into temptation. We should be focused on
the Lord, but instead we get careless and immerse ourselves in excess and over-indulgence. During the holidays,
be ever vigilant about watching what’s going on, even as
you pray. God will watch over you.
Pray during downtime.
If you abide in me and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. John 15:7
What do you do while standing in line or waiting in traffic? How do you handle the downtime when you are at the
doctor or waiting to see a client? Say a prayer. You’ll be
amazed at how this downtime can become the best time of
the day.
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Church Attendance for December
Dec. 4

Dec. 7
Dec. 11

Dec. 14
Dec. 18

Dec. 24.

Dec. 25

1st Advent
Rise:
61
Traditional:
41
Visitors:
2
Total:
104
Midweek Advent Service
Total:
20
2nd Advent
Rise:
69
Traditional:
42
Visitors:
4
Total:
115
Midweek Advent Service
Total:
18
3rd Advent
Rise:
74
Traditional:
40
Visitors:
2
Total:
116
Christmas Eve
Family:
155
Traditional:
75
Total
230
Christmas Day
Lessons & Carols
Total:
32

A new/returning committee has been formed. It is
to be a 3-4 member group which deals with personnel issues. See Suzanne Koch if you have
questions.
Tuesday 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Wednesday 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
For appointments outside of office hours please contact Pastor
Ralen

As we begin the New Year may we remember an important word, support. Support is
something we all need. God gives us support through our brothers and sister. Let us all be
sensitive to one another’s needs and take time to support each other through prayers, phone
calls, friendly chats after church, and even visits. Also, remember that we have Stephen
Ministers who are willing to give their support. Talk with Lotus Gerards in person, by phone at
683-8602, or email at gerards@cox.net.

What Do They Do?
Have you ever wondered what the various ministries do? Over the
next few months we will be highlighting a specific ministry and
what their mission is.
This month we are featuring the Service Board.
What is the function of the Service Board? Our Reformation constitution says, “In order to fulfill the function of SERVICE, there shall be a SERVICE BOARD. This board shall motivate, equip, and support members
to minister to the poor and distressed, to serve as Christians in the institution and structure of society, to foster
justice, overcome oppression, alleviate suffering, and care for God’s creatures and creation, working with and
through both secular and church sources for assistance and funding and in general, advocacy of justice and
equality for all God’s children.”
We are a small, diverse, and eager group. We never have enough members and we always welcome new
ideas and people and projects. We thank the entire congregation for the amazing SERVICE work. Contact
Anita Dorf if you have any questions. Email: adorf@cox.net or 316-210-9124.

Monthly Youth
Group
Next meeting
Jan. 18th at 6 p.m.
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Find us @ RefLuthKS

Sunday Worship
Rise Worship, 8:30 a.m.
Traditional Liturgical Worship, 11 a.m.

Do You Have an Article for the
February Ref Life?

Office Hours
Monday-Thursday: 9 a.m.- 3 p.m.
Friday: 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Please e-mail to: info@refluthks.org.
The deadline for the Ref Life
is on January 13.

Pastor’s Office Hours
Tuesday: 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Wednesday: 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
How to Reach Us
Reformation Lutheran Church
7601 E. 13th Street N. | Wichita, KS 67206
316-634-0586 phone | www.RefLuthKS.org
info@reformation-lutheran.org
Reformation Staff
Ralen Robinson, Pastor
revralen@gmail.com, Cell: 267-275-1999
Burton Tidwell, Organist /Liturgist
Patricia Becker, Office Administrator,
info@reformation-lutheran.org
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